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“l wouldn't need to be a younger
designer immediately,” says Sebastian
Herkner

May 5, 2024 in Design 0

German designer Sebastian Herkner believes there are fewer alternatives for younger designers to work
with furnishings manufacturers immediately than when he first began within the business.

Herkner advised Dezeen that manufacturers are much less prepared to take an opportunity on unproven
expertise than previously, making it more durable than ever for youthful designers to get their foot within
the door.

“I wouldn't need to be a younger designer immediately,” he stated.

“Once | was younger, manufacturers like Cappellini and Moroso have been all the time in search of
younger expertise,” he continued. “However now, a variety of manufacturers solely work with established
names or designers already of their portfolio.”

Herkner spoke to Dezeen throughout an occasion hosted by ltalian model Poltrona Frau. It has simply
launched its first merchandise with the model - Inventory'n Roll bedside tables and Nymph desk lamps.

The designer stated manufacturers normally method him to provoke a collaboration based mostly on his
current repute.

Based mostly in Offenbach, close to Frankfurt, Herkner's studio has developed furnishings, lighting and
homeware merchandise for producers resembling &Custom, La Manufacture, Thonet and Pulpo.

“It's been greater than 15 years since | began my enterprise,” he stated. “Now I'm established, the
manufacturers know me. So the start line for a dialog is far simpler.”

Manufacturers “probably not in search of new concepts”

One of many largest challenges for non-accounting designers, based on Herkner, is that world political
and financial uncertainty has induced design manufacturers to change into much less risk-averse.

“Due to the distinctive state of affairs in the intervening time, first with Covid, then every part else
occurring on the planet, many corporations suppose it's higher to place their efforts and religion in
established designers, slightly than younger designers,” he steered he.

“They're probably not in search of new concepts, and | feel that's an issue for the youthful technology.”



Herkner believes that the Salone Satellite tv for pc - the part of the Salone del Cellular furnishings truthful

devoted to younger designers — continues to be among the best methods for brand new expertise to
realize recognition.

He exhibited thrice at Satellite tv for pe, in 2009, 2010 and 2011. This led to a collaboration with De

Vorm, who put his Clip Chair into manufacturing in 2011, however most of all caught the eye of inventive
director Moroso, Patricia Morosao.

Moroso launched its first Herkner-designed assortment, Bask woven baskets, bowls and tables, in 2012.
Banjooli woven furnishings was launched the next 12 months, adopted by the Pipe assortment in 2015.

Salone Satellite tv for pc “one other among the best platforms”

“Salone Satellite tv for pc continues to be among the best platforms for younger designers, however they
nonetheless want the belief of manufacturers to start out a dialog,” stated Herkner.

“Manufacturers need to be courageous sufficient to start out with somebody who isn’t recognized in any
respect.”

Herkner believes there may be an alternative choice obtainable to younger designers immediately that

was much less viable previously — many are launching their very own manufacturers and producing
themselves.

This could be a good solution to achieve publicity, the designer stated, however it comes with
challenges.

“It's nice to see these new manufacturers popping out, however you must have the funds to develop
prototypes,” he stated. “Perhaps that's the one manner ahead that younger designers see proper now.”



Herkner's studio launched a number of new merchandise in Milan this 12 months. Others embody Petal
pendants for Rakumba Lighting, Sinya and Stolac tables for Zanat and a brand new straw marquetry
model of the Bell Desk for Classicon.

The designer was additionally lately a mentor for the second RIMOWA Design Prize, a contest
supporting pupil designers in Germany.

His recommendation to younger designers is to search for alternatives for repeated publicity, both by
collaborating in exhibitions resembling Satellite tv for pc a number of instances or publishing your work
on platforms resembling Dezeen.

“You want corporations to maintain seeing your identify, your face, so they begin following you,” he
added.

Portrait of Sebastian Herkner courtesy of Studio Sebastian Herkner.
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